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Dear colleagues and Friends,
The 60th issue of the GGN communication tool GGN Newsfeed is in your mailbox including a variety of important news and announcements.
UNESCO together with the UK National Commission will organize a digital
campaign during the coming 26th UN CLIMATE CHANGE CONFERENCE OF
THE PARTIES (COP26) in Glasgow.
The meeting will be largely online, and a digital campaign organised by the
UNESCO Earth Sciences and Geo-Hazard Risk Reduction Section in collaboration
with the Global Geoparks will feature the UNESCO designated sites, such as
UNESCO Global Geoparks' contribution in the fight against climate change.
It is a unique oportunity for all UNESCO Global Geoparks to participate in this
event and the GGN will coordinate the collection of their contribution!
The GGN also encourages all UNESCO Global geoparks to organize events on
the ocassion of the International Day for Disaster Risk Reduction. On
Tuesday 13th of October the Geoparks will participate through a variety of
activities and events to raise awarness on geohazards risks.
REMINDER - GGN Elections!

The GGN Executive Board with its 4.4/102/16.09.2021 decision announced the
upcoming elections of the GGN Executive Board and the GGN Advisory
Committee Chair and Vice Chair which will take place digitally on December
15th, 2021, at the 3rd GGN Ordinary General Assembly, which will be organized
in parallel with the 9th International Conference on UNESCO Global Geoparks
organised by Jeju Island UNESCO Global Geopark, Republic of Korea.
The GGN Executive Board
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26th UN CLIMATE CHANGE CONFERENCE
OF THE PARTIES (COP26)
31 October – 12 November 2021
The GGN Executive Board encourages all UNESCO Global Geoparks to organize
activities contribute in the fight against climate change, to participate in the
Conference and present our unique contribution!
Please find below the call of Mr. Kristof Vandenberghe, Chief of Earth Sciences
and Geo-hazards Risk Reduction Section.
“Dear colleagues,
As you know we are fast approaching the start of the 2021 United Nations
Climate Change Conference, also known as COP26. It is scheduled to be held in
the city of Glasgow, Scotland, between 31st of October and 12th of November
2021 under the presidency of the United Kingdom.
This yearly meeting is an opportunity for UNESCO to demonstrate decision
makers and the public how it contributes to the fight against climate change,
through mitigation and adaptation activities. This years’ meeting will be largely
online, for the obvious reasons. Yet, we wish to highlight the contribution of
UNESCO designated sites, World Heritage sites, Biosphere Reserves and
UNESCO Global Geoparks, to Climate change mitigation and adaptation.
Together with the UK National Commission for UNESCO, we plan a social
media campaign during the period of the COP26, highlighting good examples
and practices from the UNESCO designated sites, with the common hashtag:
#localtoglobal.
In this digital campaign, we aim to convey the message that:
• UNESCO sites demonstrate that small behavioural changes and local action
can make a difference and use that to inspire others and instil hope in the
future.
• These sites are places where sustainable socio-economic development is
reconciled with the protection of our common biological, geological and cultural
heritage.
We want to feature those examples where community driven action makes a
difference, activities that demonstrate the interconnectedness between
biodiversity (loss) and climate change, examples where indigenous knowledge
shows the way and where youth doesn’t wait for others to undertake action.

https://globalgeoparksnetwork.org/?na=v&nk=806-ddfe12b7a6&id=297

2/13

2021/10/11

https://globalgeoparksnetwork.org/?na=v&nk=806-ddfe12b7a6&id=297

We wish to highlight examples of actions, projects and programmes that
raise awareness for climate change and resilience, through educational
programmes, examples where sites invest in renewable energies and adapted
mobility or where people try to reduce the carbon footprint by shortening the
food supply chain for example. We also want to show how people prepare
themselves for the consequences of climate change, by land restoration,
reinforcing dikes and dunes with nature-based solutions for example. We are
looking for stories of actions, events, workshops, fieldwork, walking tours or
any other activity that you think is demonstrative of your action against climate
change.
To better capture your stories, we have created the attached template which we
kindly request you to fill in and that will allow our communications team to
understand what the action is about and promote it in our campaign. Please
send us your stories, pictures and videos and we will try to showcase all
relevant material, either through the social media outlets of UNESCO and the
UK National Commission or through a dedicated webpage. In order to use your
visual material, we would be grateful if you could kindly complete the attached
form (AM13.9a-4) and send it to: k.vandenberghe@uneesco.org; c.gonzaleztejada@unesco.org and ggnassociation@hotmail.com.
Feel free to contact us for any question you may have and we are looking
forward to receiving your contributions.
Best regards, stay safe.”
Kristof Vandenberghe
Chief of Earth Sciences and Geo-hazards Risk Reduction Section
Division of Ecological and Earth Sciences
UNESCO Global Geoparks Secretariat
UNESCO

Story Submission Template
GRANT OF RIGHTS

Celebration of the International Day for
Disaster Risk Reduction in Geoparks
13 October 2021

https://globalgeoparksnetwork.org/?na=v&nk=806-ddfe12b7a6&id=297

3/13

2021/10/11

https://globalgeoparksnetwork.org/?na=v&nk=806-ddfe12b7a6&id=297

UNESCO Global Geoparks are celebrating the 13th October 2021, the
International Day for Disaster Risk Reduction.
The day has been proposed by the United Nations General Assembly in order to
promote a global culture of disaster risk reduction.
This year the theme focuses on “International cooperation for developing
countries to reduce their disaster risk and disaster losses”, the sixth of the
Sendai Seven targets.
This theme reminds us that only together we can save the planet. Without real
action on climate in the next ten years, extreme weather events will be
overwhelming, especially for developing countries. International support for
DRR is essential to eradicating poverty, hunger and reducing economic losses in
developing countries, prevent of zoonotic diseases. International cooperation is
essential to ensure that no vulnerable people are left behind in disaster-prone
settings, including women, children and youth, people with disabilities, the
elderly, migrants and indigenous people.
Many UNESCO Global Geoparks work together with the local people and the
local authorities in order to promote awareness of geological hazards, like
volcanoes, earthquakes and tsunamis and to help preparing disaster mitigation
strategies. They also emerge as educators on current climate change and works
for adaptation of best practise approach to prevent climate-related events like
floods, droughts, storms. This day is a good opportunity to start developing risk
reduction strategies.
https://globalgeoparksnetwork.org/?na=v&nk=806-ddfe12b7a6&id=297
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The Global Geoparks Network encourages all UNESCO Global Geoparks to use
this day as an opportunity to work in order to prevent hazards to become
disasters and share good practices, photos, videos of activities of this day.
Many activities have been organized by UNESCO Global Geoparks all around the
Globe and we invite all UNESCO Global Geopark to work together in order to
reduce our disaster risk and disaster losses.

GGN ELECTIONS ANNOUNCEMENT
Dear colleagues,
After the decision of the GGN Executive Board, which was taken after
consultation with the Organizing Committee of the 9th International
Conference on UNESCO Global Geoparks, regarding the realization of
the aforementioned Conference digitally in December 2021, the GGN
Executive Board at its 102nd meeting which was held on September
16th, decided unanimously that the GGN Elections will take place at
the 3rd GGN Ordinary General Assembly which will be held digitally
during the Conference.
Taking into consideration:
The GGN Statutes and Operation Guidelines
The current situation of the COVID-19 pandemic
The fact that the GGN Association is subject to French legislation
The French Health Emergency Act of 23 March 2020 and Order No.
2020-321 of 25 March 2020.
The GGN Executive Board with its 4.4/102/16.09.2021 decision is
pleased to announce the upcoming elections of the GGN Executive
Board and the GGN Advisory Committee Chair and Vice Chair which
will take place digitally on December 15th, 2021, at the 3rd GGN
Ordinary General Assembly, which will be organized in parallel with the
9th International Conference on UNESCO Global Geoparks organised
by Jeju Island UNESCO Global Geopark, Republic of Korea.
For the Global Geoparks Network Executive Board
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Professor Nickolas Zouros
President of the GGN Executive Board

Elections Calendar GGN Executive Board

Elections Calendar GGN Executive Board Advisory Committee
Chairperson & Vice-Chairperson

GGN EXECUTIVE BOARD
CALL FOR CANDIDATURES
Deadline 11th October 2021
Following the GGN Statutes the GGN Executive Board invites:
All eligible GGN members - in good standing (Representatives of the
Institutional Members and Individual Members) to submit their candidacy to run
for a position in the GGN Executive Board.
Deadline for submissions: October 11th, 2021 at 24:00 GMT.
The GGN on September 16th, 2021 has 169 Institutional Members and
33 Individual Members. The Member lists and Numbers are published in
the GGN website.
GGN Executive Board
The new GGN Executive Board will be elected at the 3rd GGN Ordinary General
Assembly which will take place in December 15th, 2021 during the 9th
International Conference in UNESCO Global Geoparks which will be held ONLINE
by Jeju Island UNESCO Global Geopark.
The new GGN Executive Board, will consist of 13 seats: 5 for the Executive
Board Officers: President, Two Vice-Presidents, Treasurer, and General
Secretary of GGN and 8 Members. A candidate can apply for a single function
only, either as Executive Board Member or as Executive Board Officer.
https://globalgeoparksnetwork.org/?na=v&nk=806-ddfe12b7a6&id=297
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Following the provisions of the GGN Statutes Article 11, section 1 and taking
into account the current location of the 169 GGN Institutional Members, the 8
Members of the Executive Board should include:
2 seats representing Institutional Members from APGN
2 seats representing Institutional Members from EGN
1 seat for a representative of Institutional Members from the Latin America and
Caribbean Geoparks Network GeoLAC
1 seat for a representative of Institutional Members from North America
1 seat for a representative of Institutional Member from Africa
1 seat for a Global Geopark Professional.
The GGN Institutional Members shall nominate individuals (Representatives of
GGN Institutional Members or GGN Individual Members) as candidates for
election as Members of the GGN Executive Board and for the seats of the
Executive Board Officers: President, Two Vice-Presidents, Treasurer, and
General Secretary of GGN.
The GGN Individual Members shall be nominated as candidates for election as
Members of the GGN Executive Board and for the seats of the Executive Board
Officers: President, Two Vice-Presidents, Treasurer, and General Secretary of
GGN, solely by:
- the Advisory Committees (AC) of the GGN Regional Networks, or
- the GGN National Forum/Committee of the country where he or she resides;
or
- at least 5 GGN Institutional Members coming from at least two different states
than the candidate.
Candidacies must be addressed to the GGN Secretariat:
ggnassociation[at]hotmail.com | ggnsecretariat[at]hotmail.com
September 16th, 2021
The GGN Executive Board
GGN Executive Board Candidature Form [Right click-->save link as]

GGN ADVISORY COMITTEE
CHAIRPERSON & VICE-CHAIRPERSON
CALL FOR CANDIDATURES
Following the GGN Statutes the GGN Executive Board invites:
https://globalgeoparksnetwork.org/?na=v&nk=806-ddfe12b7a6&id=297
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The appointed representatives of GGN National Fora/Committees to submit their
candidacy to run for the position the GGN Advisory Committee Chairperson and
the Vice-Chairperson.
Deadline for submissions: November 4th, 2021 at 24:00 GMT.
The GGN on September 16th, 2021 has 169 Institutional Members and
33 Individual Members. The Member lists and Numbers are published in
the GGN website.
Candidacies must be addressed to the GGN Secretariat:
ggnassociation[at]hotmail.com | ggnsecretariat[at]hotmail.com
September 16th, 2021
The GGN Executive Board
GGN Advisory Committee Chair Candidature Form [Right click-->save link
as]

GGN 3rd ORDINARY GENERAL ASSEMBLY
Deadline for the submission of the representatives of the GGN
Institutional Members: 30th October 2021
GGN Institutional Member Representative Form [Right click-->save link
as]

GGN ELECTORAL PROCEDURES
The procedures for the election of the GGN Executive Board will follow
the article 3 of the GGN Internal Regulations and Procedures Document
Article 3 - ELECTION TO THE GGN EXECUTIVE BOARD
3.1. Candidacies
3.1.1 Nomination of candidates - Candidacy forms
Candidates for election as Members of the GGN Executive Board and for the
seats of the Executive Board Officers: President, Two Vice-Presidents,
Treasurer, and General Secretary of GGN can be individuals either
representatives of the Institutional Members either Individual Members.
https://globalgeoparksnetwork.org/?na=v&nk=806-ddfe12b7a6&id=297
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A candidate can apply for a single function only, either as Executive Board
member or as Executive Board officer.
a. Nomination of candidates
The GGN Institutional Members shall nominate individuals (Representatives of
GGN Institutional Members or GGN Individual Members) as candidates for
election as Members of the GGN Executive Board and for the seats of the
Executive Board Officers: President, Two Vice-Presidents, Treasurer, and
General Secretary of GGN.
The GGN Individual Members shall be nominated as candidates for election as
Members of the GGN Executive Board and for the seats of the Executive Board
Officers: President, Two Vice-Presidents, Treasurer, and General Secretary of
GGN, solely by:
- the Advisory Committees (AC) of the GGN Regional Networks, or
- the GGN National Forum/Committee of the country where he or she resides;
or
- at least 5 GGN Institutional Members coming from at least two different states
than the candidate.
b. Candidacy forms
The candidacy forms presented by the GGN Institutional Members, Regional AC
or GGN National Fora/Committees must be sent to the GGN Secretariat in
accordance with the election procedure rules using the established forms
published in the GGN Internet site.
Each form must contain the name(s) of the Institutional member or GGN
Regional or GGN National Forum/Committee that is nominating the candidate
and must include a biographical profile of the latter.
3.1.2 Ineligibilities
The following individuals are ineligible for membership of the Executive Board:
- persons employed by GGN, GGN Regional Networks, GGN National
Fora/Committees
- persons employed by UNESCO Secretariat or National UNESCO Committees
“Employee” refers to each individual who carries out functions for GGN,
UNESCO, UNESCO Nat. Com. or its Committees and receives remuneration for
these functions.
3.2 Candidacy application - Election Committee
Candidacy forms must be filed by the fixed date, which is set by the GGN
Secretariat in accordance with an elections calendar adopted by the GGN
Executive Board.
https://globalgeoparksnetwork.org/?na=v&nk=806-ddfe12b7a6&id=297
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This calendar must be published to the GGN website at least 80 days before the
GGN General Assembly.
Candidacies must be addressed to the GGN Secretariat. In the case where a
candidacy is deemed inadmissible, a decision to that effect must be submitted
to the Institutional Member, Regional or National Committee that put forward
the candidacy, offering them the opportunity to correct the candidacy
application within an allotted time.
Once the GGN Secretariat has examined the admissibility of the candidacy the
applications are forwarded to the Elections Committee.
The Elections Committee is comprised of three (3) GGN Members who are not
candidates for election to the Executive Board.
They are appointed by the GGN Executive Board for an indefinite term of office.
The Elections Committee is elects its Chairperson.
The GGN General Secretary takes part in the Elections Committee meetings.
The Elections Committee must validate the admissibility of candidacies within
no more than 15 days following the filing deadline.
Upon expiry of the allotted time limit to check the candidacy application, the
Elections Committee authorizes the GGN Secretariat to publish in the GGN
website a list of candidates for membership on the Executive Board.
3.3 Presentation of candidates
A candidate presentation document is published in English and put on GGN’s
Internet site.
This document shall contain a presentation of each candidate and a description
of the election process.
3.4 Election of Members to the Executive Board
The election of Members of the GGN Executive Board and for the seats of the
Executive Board Officers, shall take place during the General Assembly meeting
held during the General Conference.
The Members of the GGN Ordinary General Assembly constitute the voting
Members.
Voting rights are set forth in the Statutes.
Each Institutional and Individual member has one vote.
Voting Members who are unable to be present on the days of voting may
choose to vote by proxy, whereby they may designate another voting Member
to vote on their behalf. A voting Member may have a single proxy only for a
single absent voting Member.
https://globalgeoparksnetwork.org/?na=v&nk=806-ddfe12b7a6&id=297
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Only proxy forms established by the GGN Secretariat and published on GGN’s
Internet site shall be accepted at the time of voting. Upon presentation of the
proxy, the voting Member shall receive the voting ballot of the Member he or
she is representing.
The voting ballot for ordinary membership on the Executive Board should set
forth the candidates’ names in alphabetical order. In order to be valid, a vote
must provide the option to select, by ticking a box, a maximum of five (5)
candidates for ordinary membership on the Executive Board.
If this condition is not satisfied, the voting ballot shall be deemed invalid.
In addition, for each seat of the Executive Board Officers, the voting ballot must
provide the option to select, by ticking a box, no more than one candidate.
If this condition is not satisfied, the vote for the relevant seat of the Executive
Board Officer shall be deemed invalid.
Only voting session pertaining to an election are to be held by secret ballot.
The Elections Committee shall determine the date and time open as well as
other procedures for the election and the voting stations.
Candidates for seats of the Executive Board Officers obtaining the largest
number of votes shall be elected.
Candidates for seats on the Executive Board obtaining the largest number of
votes shall be elected, as prescribed in the GGN Statutes Article 11, Sections 1.
Electoral rules reiterating and specifying these guidelines shall be drawn up by
the Executive Board and validated by the Elections Committee for each
election.
The voting ballot system may be replaced by any technical means making it
possible to use an electronic voting or remote voting system, approved by the
Elections Committee and the GGN Secretariat.
The election of Members of the Executive Board is effective from the close of
the General Assembly meeting during which they were elected.

Chair persons of the GGN Advisory Committee
The procedures for the election of the Chair persons of the GGN
Advisory Committee will follow the article 4 of the GGN Internal
Regulations and Procedures Document
4. Advisory Committee
4.4. Election of the Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson of the Advisory
Committee
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The appointed representatives of GGN National Fora/Committees and Affiliated
Organizations shall elect the Chairperson, then the Vice-Chairperson during the
General Assembly.
The Chairperson’s and Vice-Chairperson’s terms of office will last four (4) years,
shall expire upon the election of their successors and can be renewed for
another four (4) year term once. At least three (3) months prior to the expiry of
the current terms of office, the General Secretary shall write a letter to the
Chairperson and the Vice-Chairperson of the Advisory Committee, to
Chairpersons of all the GGN National Fora/Committees, calling for candidacies
for the offices of Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson of the Advisory Committee.
At least two (2) months prior to the expiry of the current terms of office, the
General Secretary shall write a letter to the Chairperson and the ViceChairperson of the Advisory Committee, to Chairpersons of all the GGN National
Fora/Committees, calling for candidacies for the offices of Chairperson and ViceChairperson of the Advisory Committee.
The General Secretary must receive the candidacies no later than 40 days
before the election date as set forth in the call for candidacies. The General
Secretary shall submit the names of the candidates, together with any
biographical profiles, to the Members of the Advisory Committee at least one
(1) months before the election is to be held.
As an exception to the previous provisions, candidates wishing to run in the
election for Vice-Chairperson shall also be able to come forward during the
General Assembly, at the close of the result announcements for the elections of
the Executive Board and of Chairperson of the Advisory Committee.
The candidate for each office having received the largest number of votes shall
be declared elected, provided that he or she obtains more than 50% of the
votes in the first voting round. If no candidate obtains more than 50% of the
votes, a second voting round is to be organized between only the two
candidates having received the highest number of votes in the first voting
round. At the conclusion of the second voting round, the candidate having
received the majority shall be declared elected. The elected Chairperson and
Vice-Chairperson shall take office once the results of their election have been
declared.
16th September 2021
The GGN Executive Board
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